
Minutes of the Fortuna Planning Commission
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 – 7:00p.m.

River Lodge Conference Room

Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall.

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Kravitz called the meeting to order at 7PM.

FLAG SALUTE:

Chairman Kravitz led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Planning Commission

Commissioner Mobley

Staff Present

Interim City Manager Randy Mendosa
Commissioner Davis
Commissioner Morrison

Deputy Director Community Development Liz Shorey
Sr. Administrative Assistant, Jennifer Ourique

Vice Chairman Bywater
Chairman Kravitz

Commissioners Absent:  Commissioner Schwartz, Commissioner Meaney

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve November 8, 2016 by Commissioner Davis; seconded by 
Commissioner Mobley.

AYES: Mobley, Davis, Morrison, Bywater, Kravitz
NOES: 0
ABSENT: Schwartz, Meaney
ABSTAIN: 0

III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

None were made.

IV. BUSINESS:



1. Determination that a Combination Retail Store and Car Wash Development is 
Classified as a Principally Permitted Use in the Freeway Commercial (F-C) 
Zoning District.

Applicant:     John Egan
APN:     200-362-023, -024
Project Site:  Riverwalk Drive
Zoning:     Freeway Commercial (F-C)

Commissioner Davis asked if a use permit had been considered and clarified with 
staff that if the commission believed the project was not principally permitted that
the applicant could still obtain a conditional use permit. Staff affirmed that a 
conditional use permit is a viable option, but the client was trying to avoid it as it 
was an impediment to the potential buyer. 

Vice Chairman Bywater agreed that the project would be better suited as a 
conditional use permit. As it is not an actual project being presented, it is difficult 
to make a blanket decision to justify if it is principally permitted. 

Chairman Kravitz did not believe the items proposed for sale in the market would 
qualify it as a convenience store. 

During public comment John Egan stated he believed the project fit in a lot of the 
categories for the zoning standards in the municipal code. He wanted to have 
affirmation that the proposed project would be principally permitted for the 
buyer, as the applying for a conditional use permit is a hardship for the buyer and 
often times ends potential sales and stops new businesses from coming to town. 

The commissioners discussed the specific sections of the zoning code that would 
allow the business in the area. Commissioner Mobley stated that some sections of 
the code were contradictory and confusing for potential businesses. 

Commissioner Davis stated that up to 6E the project may have fit, but D7 on page 
22 of the staff report stated that a use permit is required for automotive sales. 
Kravitz asked if the planning commission had the authority to set sections of the 
code aside if other sections applied. He also requested that the City Attorney be 
contacted for issues concerning municipal code interpretations in the future. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Davis that, “the proposed use is not a 
convenience market and therefore cannot be principally permitted and the basis 
for that is item D7 which states, ‘stores for the sale of new auto parts supplies and 
accessories, in conjunction with a principally permitted use,’ and that has to 
receive a conditional use permit, even though 6D, 6A, and 6A possibly fit, we 
cannot consider the project to be principally permitted. We recommend that the 
City Council look into the structure of the ordinance and identify the true intent of 
what it is supposed to be;” seconded by Commissioner Bywater. 

AYES: Davis, Morrison, Bywater, Kravitz
NOES:  Mobley
ABSENT: Schwartz, Meaney
ABSTAIN: 0



   V. STAFF COMMUNICATION:

1. Community Development Monthly Report: November 2016

2. Design Review Guidelines City Council Workshop

The Planning Commission had been waiting for a full council to schedule a joint workshop
with the City Council on the revised design review guidelines. At the next City Council
meeting the City Manager will discuss the workshop and schedule it. Commission Davis
and Vice Chairman Bywater will represent the commission at the meeting.

Several commissioners will be out of the town for the next meeting scheduled for
December 27th and it was determined the meeting should be cancelled.

VI. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM.


